
January 21st, 2019 

Dear Advocacy Day for Medicaid Expansion participants, 

Thank you so much for signing up for our Advocacy Day on Monday, February 4th at the Boise Capitol. 
Medicaid Expansion supporters across the state have committed to advocating for fully funded and 
implemented Medicaid Expansion with no red tape and barriers to coverage. Our coordinated day of advocacy 
will be a powerful event that will surely send the Idaho Legislature a clear and unified message.  

With less than two weeks away from the big event, we want to ensure our participants have made 
arrangements for transportation and lodging and have all the information they need to be successful. We have 
coordinator assistance available to help participants. Please be sure to review this information packet fully for 
our agenda, venue locations, and other key details.  

We are actively scheduling meetings with legislators for February 4th on behalf of volunteers across the state 
and have successfully secured a large amount of face to face opportunities to lobby for Medicaid Expansion. 
These meetings will take place anytime between 8 AM - 4:30 PM and are typically for 15-20 minutes. 
Volunteers will be organized in district lobby teams for specific legislator meetings.  

We encourage everyone who is attending to join us for our Advocacy Day Training conference call on 
Monday, January 28th 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM MT/5:30 PM - 7:30 PM PT.  Rebecca Schroeder, long time Cystic 
Fibrosis advocate and Medicaid Expansion champion will lead the training on how to effectively communicate 
with your legislator during your meeting. We will also go over what to expect on the big day and help prepare 
you to fight for full funding and implementation of Medicaid Expansion. Please see details in this information 
packet on how to participate in this Zoom conference call. 

We understand that things come up and not all people may be able to attend Advocacy Day. However, the 
success of this event heavily relies on knowing who is attending for scheduled legislator meetings, food and 
materials. If you are unable to attend, please contact me directly as soon as possible by text, phone or 
email. If you have questions or need coordinator assistance, please feel free to contact me directly as 
well.  

Thank you all for your continued support and hard work for Medicaid Expansion. Together, we can protect the 
will of the people. 

Take care, 



 
Reclaim Idaho  
Advocacy Day for Medicaid Expansion Agenda 
 
 

 
Sunday, February 3rd 

 
4:00 PM - 8:30 PM  Medicaid for Idaho Superbowl Social & Potluck 
Social at Sam Sandmire’s Home-  800 W Ranch Rd. Boise 

● Boise area volunteers are welcome to bring a dish. Traveling advocates can bring drinks 
if they can. Host is making chili. 

 
Monday, February 4th 

 
7:30 AM - 9:00 AM: Advocate Check-In for Early Morning Meetings at the Capitol  

● Idaho Capitol Building- 700 W Jefferson St Room WW17 
● Applies only to advocates who have legislator appointments from 8 AM - 9:30 AM 

 
8:00 AM - 8:30 AM  Advocate Check-In at Cathedral of the Rockies  717 N 11th St Boise 

● Light breakfast provided 
● Please check in for name badge, materials, and legislator appointments 
● Check in here if you have a scheduled legislator meeting later than 9:30 AM 

 
8:30 AM - 9:00 AM Overview of the Day and Advocacy Training  

● Presentation by Rebecca Schroeder 
 
9:00 AM-9:10 AM Group Photo 
 
9:10 AM - 10:00 AM Training breakout by Legislative District Teams 
 
10:00 AM -12:00 PM Legislative Appointments at Idaho Capitol Building- 700 W Jefferson St 

● Advocates with appointments in the afternoon are encouraged to take a tour of 
the Capitol and observe open legislative committees. 

 
11:00 AM -2:00 PM Grab-and-Go Lunch available at First Presbyterian Church 950 W State 
St 
 
12:00 PM -1:00 PM  Rally at the Capitol Steps  
 
1:00 PM -4:30 PM  Legislative Appointments at Idaho Capitol Building- 700 W Jefferson St 
 
 
**Room WW17 in the Capitol is available for Advocates to drop in with any questions. All 
Advocates are to stop in to debrief and fill out evaluation forms before leaving for the 
day.  



LODGING 

We do not have a room block at any particular hotel in Boise. We recommend traveling advocates to book a room at 
their place of choice where they can easily get to the Capitol area in time for check-in and morning training. We do 
have several volunteers in the Boise area who have offered to house people. Please contact Jessica 
Mahuron at 208-274-3426 if you would like to stay with a volunteer. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BASED ON PROXIMITY, AFFORDABILITY AND WHERE OTHER ADVOCATES WILL 
BE 

La Quinta Boise Towne Square 
7965 W. Emerald Street Boise 83704 
208-378-7000

The Modern Hotel 
1314 W Grove St, Boise 83702 
(208) 424-8244

Holiday Inn Express Boise - University Area 
W Parkcenter Blvd Boise  
1-855-799-6861

Red Lion Hotel Boise Downtowner 
1800 W Fairview Ave, Boise 
(208) 344-7691

TRANSPORTATION 

Advocates out of the Boise area are typically driving down or are flying into the Boise Capitol on Sunday so 
they can be present at the early morning check-in and training. There are several district volunteers that have 
offered to carpool. If you would like to carpool and want to know who in your county or district is attending to 
organize a carpool, please contact Jessica Mahuron at reclaimidahocoordinator@gmail.com for a local list. 
If cost is a barrier, reimbursement for group carpools (not flights) is available through Reclaim Idaho if 
a gas receipt is provided. 

PARKING 

Street parking may be limited around the Capitol, Cathedral of the Rockies and the First Presbyterian Church 
and is capped at two hours. We highly recommend people carpooling or using a service such as Lyft or Uber. 
Once you are at the Cathedral of the Rockies or the Capitol, all event activities are within walking distance.  

WEAR GREEN IF YOU CAN! 

Undeniably, the color theme of the Medicaid Expansion efforts has always been green. We would like to have 
advocates wear a green article of clothing of their choice in any shade to give us a more unified and strong 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS824US824&ei=ShlGXP_DF8WKggfz5qCwAw&hotel_occupancy=&q=the+modern+hotel+boise&oq=tHE+MODERN&gs_l=psy-ab.1.0.0i67j0j0i131j0l6j0i131.1980.5078..6698...1.0..0.208.1853.0j9j1......0....1..gws-wiz.....6..0i71j35i39j0i131i67.TcUiTIJTnzs#
https://www.google.com/search?q=red+lion+boise+downtowner&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS824US824&oq=Red+Lion+Boise+&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l2j69i60l2j0.4246j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
mailto:reclaimidahocoordinator@gmail.com


presence on the Capitol steps during the rally and in meetings. We also will have buttons and name tags at the 
check in as well. 

MEETING SCHEDULING 

Not all advocates at this time are aware of their meeting times, locations and legislator they will be speaking 
with. We do have a Master Scheduling system in place and will be actively using it on and before Advocacy 
Day to provide reminders. Being on time to a scheduled meeting is absolutely essential, so make sure to give 
yourself more than enough time to get to your locations. There will be Boise volunteers who will help traveling 
advocates find their way around the Capitol. Maps will be provided as well. Please reach out to Jessica 
Mahuron if you have any questions and want to make sure you are scheduled in a meeting. All 
meetings will be capped to four advocates. 

JANUARY 28TH TRAINING CONFERENCE CALL 

Participants can join on their computer, a mobile app, or by dialing in. To RSVP, please sign up at this Mobilize 
America link: https://events.mobilizeamerica.io/medicaidforidaho/event/86931/ 

You will receive an automatic email after sign up with the Zoom call info. Alternatively, you can dial in at   
1-669-900-6833  and enter Meeting ID: 564 654 3169

EDUCATING YOURSELF BEFORE YOU ARRIVE - RESOURCES 

While training will be provided, we highly recommend advocates take some time to read recent articles on the 
topic of implementing Medicaid Expansion in Idaho, especially on the topic of so-called work requirements and 
other barriers to coverage. We are advocating for fully funded and implemented Medicaid Expansion as written 
with no modifications.  

Follow Reclaim Idaho on Facebook and consider joining the Medicaid for Idaho group page for important 
updates, advocate opportunities, and article postings. We also recommend following partner organization 
Close the Gap for training opportunities and policy research.  

ADVOCACY DAY COLLECTIVE SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGY 

This event is an excellent opportunity for us to get increased exposure on social media, television and through 
various publications. We will be doing a coordinated press release to get as much media coverage as possible. 
As participants, we would like someone in your lobby group to use Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to 
highlight your advocacy actions. Rebecca Schroeder will speak more to this during training. 

1. Post photos and text posts before, during and after the event. Tag your legislator, your fellow
volunteers and Reclaim Idaho. Reclaim Idaho Twitter: @reclaimID

2. Ask for a group photo with your legislator and share. They usually are happy to do so.
3. Twitter has a huge impact on the world of politics. You can also use hashtags #idpol and #idleg.
4. Use these hashtags in all posts: #NoRestrictions  #FundMedicaid

https://events.mobilizeamerica.io/medicaidforidaho/event/86931/


MEDICAID EXPANSION ADVOCACY TALKING POINTS: 
WORK REQUIREMENTS DON’T WORK 

● Idahoans overwhelmingly voted to pass Medicaid expansion.
○ The Idaho Legislature should fund and implement the will of the voters.

● Instituting barriers to health coverage is very costly:
○ Kentucky plans to spend $187 million on the administrative costs for instituting new

barriers to coverage and plans to spend $374 million over two years
○ Ohio is expecting $380 million over five years in new county costs
○ When work requirements were considered in Pennsylvania it was estimated the state would

spend $600 million and need to hire 300 new staff to administer the requirements.
○ The costs of administering work requirements are astronomical when compared to the

much smaller investment the state could make through the unmodified implementation of
Proposition 2.

● Instituting barriers to coverage opens Idaho to costly lawsuits.
○ Kentucky's proposal has been stalled in federal court for over half a year after being

deemed illegal, draining state resources with no end in sight. Arkansas is in a similar legal
battle, even further from a result than Kentucky. Idaho lawmakers should wait and see what
happens in other states before taking actions to implement barriers to coverage. Why risk
millions of Idaho dollars in following the same path of uncertainty?

● New Medicaid Restrictions would Create a Secondary Coverage Gap
○ Adding red tape to Medicaid means that Idahoans will lose their health coverage and end

up in a brand new coverage gap.
○ Creating a new coverage gap would mean that Idaho would have no choice but to keep

expensive crisis care programs like the indigent and catastrophic funds open to serve
uninsured Idahoans, draining millions of tax dollars every year.

● These new rules would unfairly discriminate against Idahoans who work seasonal or
non-traditional jobs.

○ A mother homeschooling her children would have no way to report her salary or hours to
the state and could have her coverage taken away. Agricultural workers, construction
workers, forestry workers, all Idahoans who depend on seasonal employment could have
their health coverage taken from them when their hours slow for the season.

● Access to health care creates a healthy and productive workforce.
○ Studies in Michigan and Ohio showed that once workers got access to Medicaid they took

10% fewer sick days. Taking away their coverage is an easy way to hurt Idaho businesses.

 Work requirements DON'T WORK! 

*All advocates who check in the morning at either the Capitol or Cathedral of the Rockies will receive a
packet with all the materials they need to be successful for the day.




